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A Dialogue berween Feft and Farnelt, concerning the Times. 


as Cuclday, June the 28th. 1 681. 
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H Sir! You are a Penfioner, Sir, 
you. receive, ‘Goneriburion-moncy, 
Mr. Momus has tound it out |. 

Earn. Nay then we. fhall ne’re be 

poor again, | warrant you;, but .pray Su, where 

does Momus fay we fhaltind #2)-)0 4) 

Fet, E’en where Diego was to find his Legacics 
where you can your felf, I trow, 

Earn. Now I perceive Momus is about winding 
up his Botroms: | have-been a. Tory, .a Tantivy, 
Priefts and Jefuits, world without end, . 

Felt. Nay and a Clab too, and T think that 
has twa ends, whereof Moma, has fele the {oft one 
now and then; but it is a thick-skull'd Rogue; 
and f{wears:he is not affraid of his Brains. 

Earn., He knows he is ont of danger, it would 
be a great.kindnefs to him. to prove he has any. 
Well, it is a comfort that he is drawing towards 
a Conclufion , I fuppofe he:has nothing left to 
beftow upon me after Penfiones , unlefs it be Mr, 
Devil, whom they reprefent to be Cofin-Germap 
to a Penfioner. 

Feft. No, No, he has done your butinefs effe- 
ually, You muft never think co fiand for Knighr, 
Citizen or Burgefs while you liye. 

Earn. Well, if that be the worft on’t, the mat- 
ter is not great, Iam of the honelt, Tranflators 
mind, who comforted bimfelf'ac the Kings Re- 
ftauration, That be fhould be a, Cobler ftill, and 
that bis, Laft and bis Auls were. out of the danger 
of fequeftration and the arbitrary Government of 4 
Commonzea!th. 

Jet. Ay, that fame Commonwealth is a very 
pretty thing, they fay fome People are as fond 
on’t as a Cat’s of new Milk. 

Earn. One would think they fhould have had 
enough of it the lait bout. 

Feft.. Why, do you think people can ever have 
enough of Liberty ? 

Earn. 1 proteft f have fometimes been feized 
with the moft profound Admiration imaginable 
when I have confidered, how cagerly unconfider- 
ing Pcopie like Fifhes bite at the guilded and Ar- 
tificial Fly of Liberty, when it they catchic, they 
are catched themfelves with the Hook of ‘fla- 
very. 

Feft. Now are you falling into one of your 
Fits of being confoundedly {erious; ‘1 confefs I 
was affraid of it when you named a Common- 
wealth. 

Earn. 1.affure you Siavery is no jelting matters 
and for my part I think Liberty is fo glorious a 
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thing, that ic will become all. People ferionfly..to 
contider of ic, and, not, like, Afap’s, toolifh Cur, 
lofe. the, fubftanc- with Cyappig at che dadow 5 
and. J aflure you, there is agree diffexenge many 
times between. the name.and :the thing,:, ., 

Felt... Well, this Curioficy, is,a damnable. Ty- 
vant, now cannot,t fy my lite fo:bcar enquiring, 
alittle into. this .mateer, .. though 1 kuow. there 
will not be one word ot, mirth in it. 

Eames, That’s your, miltakes I hoye, youl al- 
low the pcihibility ot the Proverb, of being merry 
and wife. ; 

fet. Come then, as wife.as you can, and as 
merry. as_you pleafe,;. pray let meunderitand dince 
both the Monarchical; men aud the Commonwealth 
men arc for Liberty, how;come they to.falhout? 

Earn. That 1 will, and 1 ‘think I thall.be; able 
in a few, words. to; fpoil the Masket. of a Gammon 
wept in England, or as the Baptifts call; ita.Free 

tates Woe oft 

., Diffs, Come on your ways, let’s hear how. 
ara. You mutt know aes that there.are {wo 
great things in the World, the one is Bower, the 
other, is Money: now where thefé two. all into 
one hand, there the Liberty of the People is in, 

danger, ‘ 

Felt. 1 know ‘tis Money makes the Mare gos 
this Money is a peftilent thing, but proceed. 

Earn. Well Sir! Such now is the happy confti- 
tution of the Government.of this Nation under 
Monarchy, that though the Supream’ Power.and 
Sovereignty be both by the Laws of God and the 
Land veited and declared to. be, in the Princes, yet 
fuch hath been the goodnef$ and condefcenfion 
of our former Kings, that no extraordinary fup- 
plies of Money can be levied upon the People 
without their own free and voluntary confent in 
Parliament; and of this his Majefty has, been a 
moft Religious Obfetver ; and this is a moft im-, 
pregnable Battion againft the Poifibility of Arbi- 
trary Power. 

Tet. Very well. 

Earn, But now for your Commonwealth or Free 
State, as they call ic, be ict Ariftocratical, or 
be it Democratical, that is, by Lords and Com- 
mons, .or by Commons who lay afide Lords.as 
Ufelefs and dangerous ; both the Power and the- 
Purle are put into one hand: and when Sove- 
reignty and the railing of Money are fo united:, 
who fhall hinder them if they pleafe from go- 
verning Arbitrarily, who thall oppofe their laying 
what taxations*they-in their Supream we 





all chiak Aitupon our Eflates, who fhall dare to 
d.vy the payment of them; whip fhall, ar’can fay 


ise has: any more Ajberty oryProperty than they 
plieafe, let all she Plagos, the Powes, the Padé-ma-° 


kos, and Commonwealth Dons av{wer this if they 
can. 


Felt. Nay, I confels, if the People will truft ‘a 


Commouzyealth with both Money and Sovereignty, \ 


they do at the fame time refign their Laws and 
Liberties for Money-and. Power are next to Om- 
nipotent. 

Ezra. Let em look into. the other fide of the 
Ditch 5 _ is i¢ not a plain cafe; does not the So- 
vereign Power there, lay what impofitions they 
pleafe?''l dare be bold to affirm, there is never a 
{pot Of ground and water in the World ‘has pur- 
chas’d “Liberty at-fo-vaft a Rate; and the truth 
on’t is, they who live under a Commonmealth can 
never know when they have paid their purchafe. 

Fe. This is Copyhold Law: I find then alf 
p:ople' who are Tenants to a Free: ftate, are at the 
will of the Lords, and not Fine certain neither 5 
tit Sir; ‘you have forgot the greatelt of alt Liber- 
fics, and what can never be bought too dear, Li- 
berty of Confcience. 
'® Barns That is certainly the greateft Cheat in the 
Worlds for no Se& can give Liberty, or allow it 
td others whom they think in a ftate of Damna- 
tion ,' without being guilty of their Damnation 
by allowing that Liberty. And ‘therefore when 
the Presbyter was in the Chair he thought Tolera- 
tion was unlawful, the Independent, Anabaptift, &c, 
would if they were in power both think and pra- 
ctife tHe fame ; and it is irrational to believe that 
a’than‘tan have an opinion that he is in the right 
way tq ‘Heaven, and all others in the high Road 
to the PeviJ, and yet be perfuaded in his Con- 
fetence that they ought to have Liberty to go to 
the Devil, as, he believes they will, if they are not 
of bis trae Church. 

Feft. But tow came they to wheedle the Peaple 
iito' this opinion of them then ? 

Earn. Sir, they have a world of little Arts, 
but the ‘principal are. Flattery and pretending to 
pray by the Spirit. 
-- “4a, Then I find the Pie Fraudes are allowed 
among Diffenters as well as Jefuits, 

Ram. No doubt of it; for I pray what more 
dangerous Flattery thanto affure their Followers 
that’ they gre the qily People af God, and what 


ercdter Impofture than their pretences to pray by 


uye'Spiric ? 

Get. As how?’ * - 

Earn. Why, their Prayers or rather Extempore 
Hargngues and Effufions are either Humane Inven- 
tiohis, or Divine Infpirations ; now let them chufe 
which of thefe they pleafe, they cheat themfelves 
and ‘the People who believe them. 
~ Zet Pray let me ynderttand this; for I mect 
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with abundance of People who worry and Tory 
me about thefe Non-Cons. 

‘ Earn, Why, lodkyyon: Sis » if their admired 
Prayers are meer Bumatie inventions, then they 
can be no better in their own nature than the 


pCommon Prayers, which they reject upon that 
* {core ; but they are much the worfe, becaufe the 


dther are approved and commanded by the Wif- 


dom of the Nation, which theirs never were nor 


ever can be, they themfelves not knowing or pre- 


itending not to ‘kuow, what they (hall pray at the 


next meeting. If they thall fay they are of Di- 
vine Infpiration, which is the Cheat they put upon 
the poor people, then I fay they age’ Canonical 
Scripture and infallible ; and if they fhall fay fo, I 
fay further, they deferve to have their blafphe- 
mous Tongues bored through for theiraffertion. 
Feft. Nay, the trath is, het fee how they 
will get out of this Noofe: “but come e’n let em 
go, it will not be long before the World will 
come to be fenfible of the danger thefe. pretenders 
to Religion have brought upon the Peace and hap- 
pinefs of the Nation. Come let’s have an Ex- 


tempore Quere or two to conclude with the time. 


Earn. Quere 1. Whether they who have made 

it their bufinefs to keep a pother and a ftir about 
the bufinefs of Fitz: barris’s Trial had not betrer 
have let it alone, confidering the Proverb, The 
more they ftir, the more they will ? 
' 2, Whether the Pannel of Fitz-barris’s Jury 
which was not to be procured by the Attorney 
General, was nogto be feen two or three days 
before at the Amfterdam Coffee- boufe ? 

3- Whether Dick Implement of Qucens-head- 
Alley be nota very pretty Fellow, to endeavour at 
every turn to Ridicule the Loyal Expreffions of 
fuch as have Addreffed their Thanks to his Maje- 
&y, and made their Proteftations (as all good 
Subjects are bound ) to Defend his Perfon and the 
Government as. now by. Law Eftablifhed, and 
whether he and his managers who oppofe and 
affront fuch as do, can be thought other than 
Enemies to the King and Government ? 

4- Whether Dicks Brains og his Loyalty weigh 
mott, and whether the Fools feather in his Cap be 
not heavier than both ? 

5- Whether he and his Comrade Vile may not 
in good time come to obtain Chevalierfhips upon 
a Wooden-Horfe, and ride in Triumph through 
the City like others their Predeceflors the Knights 
of the Hempen Garter? 

6. Whether if Juries undertake to be Judges 
of matter of Law as well as of Fact, there will 
be any more need of Judges: and whether this 
be not a fair ftep towards the fubverfion of the 
fundamental. Laws and Government, for Jury-men 
who are only to go according to Evidence and 
matter of Fact, to enter into the jnterpretation 
and fenfe of the Laws? 
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